
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TEGAN AND SARA ANNOUNCED AS KEYCHANGE AMBASSADORS 

IN CANADA 
 

○ Tegan and Sara announced as Ambassadors and will deliver private 
inspirational discussion for the Keychange participant network 
 

○ Polaris Music Prize, Music Managers Forum Canada (MMF Canada), and 
other Canadian organisations sign the Keychange gender pledge 
 

○ FACTOR, SOCAN Foundation, Breakout West and MUTEK lead movement 
for change in Canada 

 
This is the first year that Canada is an official country partner in the Keychange movement for 
gender equality. This week, Canadian funders FACTOR and SOCAN Foundation, alongside 
lead festival partners Breakout West and MUTEK Montreal collaborate on a focus week to 
explore the barriers for women and gender minorities in Canada. 
 
Keychange along with Canadian partners are proud to announce the appointment of the next 
Canadian Ambassadors to further the movement for gender diversity: Tegan and Sara. Tegan 
and Sara have released 9 studio albums, slowly crafting a sound both unique and influential. 
Selling over a million albums before streaming came along, Tegan and Sara became indie 
darlings in the early aughts, playing every bar, club, theater, arena and festival stage along the 
way. They will be taking part in a private In Conversation session for Keychange participants, 
hosted by Canadian Keychange participant Mar Sellars on Thursday 12th November. 
 
Tegan and Sara said: “We encourage members of our industry who have tremendous power to 
sign, fund, promote, nominate, support, acknowledge, and celebrate the diverse population 
working in the arts today. The demographic breakdown of awards nominations and festival 
lineups reflects the structural confines of our society and industry. We must do better as it sends 
an outdated message to the next generation about whose art and voice and message is 
valuable.” 
 
Meg Symsyk, FACTOR President and CEO Elect said: “As a national funding organization in 
Canada, we are proud to lead and join our partners on this global initiative. FACTOR is 
committed to ensuring that our programs raise the bar, with these objectives of creating a more 
equitable future for underrepresented genders in the music industry. We look forward to working 
with our colleagues in our collective industry to strive to meet the new industry standards for 
which we all wish to participate and thrive in.” 

https://www.keychange.eu/directory/underrepresented-talent-profile/mar-sellars


 
“The Keychange initiative is paving the way forward to ensure greater diversity, inclusion, and 
equity in the music industry globally.” Said Charlie Wall-Andrews, Executive Director of 
SOCAN Foundation and Vice-Chair of Music Canada’s Advisory Council. “it’s important for 
our industry to collaborate collectively to challenge the status quo, and the Canadian partners 
and festivals are committed to ensuring the success of Keychange in Canada.” 
 
Robyn Stewart, Breakout West said: “BreakOut West is committed to highlighting the diverse 
voices of our artists and industry. Our commitment as Keychange partners is one part of this as 
we strive to support female and non-binary leaders and the incredible mix of talent in Western 
Canada.” 
 
Marie-Laure Saidani, MUTEK Montreal said: “Gender equality is one of MUTEK's core values. 
Joining the Keychange movement in 2018 has definitely acted as a catalyst as we have 
achieved parity in our programming since. We are proud to belong to this international network 
which advocates positive change in the music industry.” 
 
Today Keychange announces 7 Canadian organisations who have signed the Keychange 
gender pledge; the Polaris Music Prize, a not-for-profit organization that annually honours and 
rewards artists who produce Canadian music albums of distinction, MMF Canada, a non-profit 
trade association that offers education, networking and advocacy on behalf of its members, their 
artists, and the wider Canadian music community, plus Musique NB (MNB), Birthday Cake 
Media, Kaneshii Vinyl Press, and n10.as. These music businesses have signed the 
Keychange gender equality pledge towards achieving 50% representation of women and under-
represented genders.  
 
As campaigners for gender equality in music, Keychange invests in emerging talent with a 
yearly participation programme, whilst continuing to encourage festivals, conferences and a 
growing range of music organisations and institutions to sign a pledge to include at least 50% 
women and under-represented genders in their programming, staffing and beyond by 2022. The 
current list spans 40 countries and over 350 organisations. See the full list here.  
 
In addition to the ongoing Keychange Pledge, 74 participants – a roster made up of emerging 
artists and innovators within the music industry – are selected each year from across Europe 
and Canada to take part in international festivals, showcase events, collaborations and a 
programme of creative labs. Exceptionally, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Keychange 2020 
participants will see their involvement extended until December 2021, in order to allow for travel 
and development to take place in the following year, with online mentoring, panels, and 
workshops run by Capacity Building Lead, Chimes until then. Partners across Europe and 
Canada will host discussions around the national gender equality climate during 2020.   
 
Canada’s Keychange participants for 2020/21 are: 
Artist manager and talent buyer Rebecca Szymkow has recently joined Birthday Cake Media 
and works in Winnipeg, Manitoba. In 2020 she made the change to spend more time developing 

https://www.keychange.eu/directory/music-organisations
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artists’ careers as a manager, as well as to book talent for festivals and events. KROY AKA 
Camille Poliquin is an accomplished music composer, who alongside the captivating universe of 
hypnotic rhythms and analogue synthesizers as KROY, has composed music for many artists, 
for 4 full length movies and two Cirque du Soleil shows. Katrina Lopes is the president of KL 
Management, whose roster includes platinum selling and award winning artists and producers. 
She also executive produced the film "ALIVE", and is on the board of Directors for Manifesto, a 
contemporary youth arts and culture platform, producing curated programming in music, visual 
arts, and dance. Iskwē is, among many other things, an artist – a creator and communicator of 
music and of movement, of pictures, poetry and prose. Having joined the movement as an 
Ambassador in 2018, we were lucky to engage her as a participant this year, in the same year 
that she won a Juno Award for ‘Video of the Year’, and was nominated for the SOCAN prize. 
Savannah Wellman is a co-founder of Tiny Kingdom Music, a record label and artist 
management company based in Vancouver, Canada. Her musical and industry knowledge has 
been called upon as a juror for the JUNO Awards, Prism Prize, SOCAN Songwriting Prize, 
FACTOR, as a contributor for Beatroute Magazine, and as a member of the Music Managers 
Forum Canada board of directors. Kimmortal is a queer Filipino nonbinary musician from 
Vancouver, Canada. Since 2014, Kimmortal has gained traction across North America, having 
performed in festivals such as South by Southwest (SXSW), Junofest, Kultura Filipino Arts 
Festival, Rifflandia and Queer Women of Colour film festival in San Francisco. Mar Sellars is an 
artist manager and radio host with her own company Mar On Music. She manages Partner, 
Goodbye Honolulu, Poolblood and Tallies. Originally from Vancouver, Mar has toured in 
numerous Canadian and UK bands, worked at the BBC, been a CBC radio personality, and 
worked as a European booking agent and music publicist. Dana Beeler is the frontwoman of 
Hello Delaware, who have played cities across Canada and the Atlantic Ocean, where the 
quartet made its UK debut at The Great Escape and Focus Wales festivals in the Spring of 
2018. They have since represented Nova Scotia and Canada at Reeperbahn, Tallinn Music 
Week and more. 
 
MUTEK and Breakout West are the festival partners for Keychange in Canada and will host 4 
international Keychange participants each, as well as the Canadian participants in 2021.  
 
Listen to the Canadian Keychange artists on Spotify here and on SoundCloud here. 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
Keychange Sim Eldem: sim@keychange.eu  
 
Tegan and Sara    
In 1995, at the height of grunge music, 15-year-old twin sisters Tegan and Sara Quin started 
their first band in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The band was called Plunk and consisted of only 
two members: Tegan and Sara. Back then everyone called the twins Sara and Tegan, and 
outside school they mostly holed up in their bedrooms, crafting their first punk-inspired songs on 
their shared guitars. After graduation, Plunk (a play on “light punk”) briefly became Sara and 
Tegan, but the sequence was soon shuffled to stand out better in a sea of bands named 
Sara(h): officially becoming the band Tegan and Sara in late 1999.     
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Tegan and Sara have released 9 studio albums, slowly crafting a sound both unique and 
influential. Selling over a million albums before streaming came along, Tegan and Sara became 
indie darlings in the early aughts, playing every bar, club, theater, arena and festival stage along 
the way. They cut their teeth supporting some of the world’s biggest bands: Neil Young, The 
Black Keys, Bryan Adams, Ben Folds, Paramore, Cyndi Lauper and The Killers, to name a few. 
Their indie rock staple “Walking With A Ghost” broke through on radio and was covered by The 
White Stripes. Later collaborating with dance artists like Tiesto, Morgan Page, Matthew Dear, 
David Guetta and Allesso, Tegan and Sara started to fuse their indie rock sound to a more 
electronic production style.   

After a decade-long run conquering the indie world, Tegan and Sara went into the studio with 
producer Greg Kurstin (Katy Perry, Adele, Kesha, Kelly Clarkson) in 2012 to record their 
seventh album, Heartthrob. The record thrust them into the pop world and set them on a course 
to alter the mainstream. Their single "Closer" was certified Gold in the US and Platinum in 
Canada, and went on to be covered by the cast of the TV show Glee, while Tegan and Sara 
inched further towards the mainstream with appearances on Ellen’s hit TV show and an arena 
tour with Katy Perry. The loyal, passionate fanbase Tegan and Sara had methodically built 
expanded even more.     

Each year since Heartthrob has brought further reinvention. In 2014 Tegan and Sara signed up 
to be part of The Lego Movie and eventually performed their indelible single "Everything Is 
Awesome" at the Oscars with the Lonely Island and a dancing possum. In 2016 they released 
Love You To Death, the much anticipated follow up to Heartthrob, with a mission to queer the 
mainstream. In 2017 they launched the Tegan and Sara Foundation to help raise funds to 
improve the lives of LGBTQ women and girls. In 2018 Tegan and Sara were given the Governor 
Generals Performing Arts Award in Canada, the country’s highest honor for creatives. In 2019 
Tegan and Sara released their first memoir, High School, which quickly became a New York 
Times bestseller and recounts their teenage years in raw detail. In conjunction with the memoir, 
they released their 9th studio album, Hey, I’m Just Like You, an alternative pop record 
reimagining their first songs written back in the 90’s in their bedrooms.    

In 2020 they have just released their first Holiday Song, “Make You Mine This Season” featured 
in the feature film “Happiest Season” and are adapting their memoir into a television series with 
Amazon’s IMBDtv.   

LINKS:      
Website: https://teganandsara.com/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/teganandsara 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/teganandsara/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/teganandsara 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/teganandsara    

CONTACTS:     
Publicity: USA 
Warner Records 
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Darren Baber: Darren.Baber@warnerrecords.com  
Breanne Flores: breanne.flores@warnerrecords.com     

Publicity: CANADA 
Warner Music Canada 
Dave Stelling: Dave.Stelling@warnermusic.com    

About Keychange  

Keychange is a pioneering international initiative which transforms the future of music by 
encouraging festivals and music organisations to achieve at least 50% women and under-
represented genders in their programming, staffing and beyond. 74 emerging artists and 
innovators each year from across Europe and Canada will take part in international festivals, 
showcase events, collaborations and a programme of creative labs. Keychange aims to 
accelerate change and create a better, more inclusive music industry for present and future 
generations. 
 
Keychange encourages all music organisations, festivals, venues, broadcasters, agencies and 
beyond to take the Keychange Pledge and to work towards a representative music industry. 
Join the Keychange Pledge at keychange.eu. 
 
Keychange is led by Reeperbahn Festival, PRS Foundation and Musikcentrum Öst, 
supported by the Creative Europe programme of the European Union, in partnership with 
Tallinn Music Week, Iceland Airwaves, BIME, Oslo World, Linecheck/Music Innovation 
Hub, Ireland Music Week, SACEM, Sound City, Way Out West, Spring Break, MAMA, 
MUTEK and Breakout West. 
 
Keychange is sponsored by FACTOR, Fundación SGAE, GEMA, Gorwelion Horizons, IMRO, 
the Musicians’ Union, Norsk Tipping, Roskilde Festival, Smirnoff Equalising Music, 
SOCAN Foundation, Songtrust, SoundCloud, STEF, STIM, and Talent Norge.  
 
Keychange Ambassadors are Shirley Manson, Imogen Heap, Tony Visconti, Alexa Feser, 
Dermot O’Leary, Hinds, Emily Eavis, Nadine Shah, Paulette Long OBE, Mirga Gražinytė-
Tyla, iskwē, Corinne Bailey Rae, Joy Denalane, Kate Nash, Sara Potente, Ave Tölpt, 
planningtorock, Jess Partridge, Carla Marie Williams, Claire Edwardes, Avtomat, Karolina 
Czarnecka, Darcy Proper and Tones and I, and Tegan and Sara. 
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