
 
 

January 28, 2020 

FACTOR INVESTS UP TO $350,000 OVER FOUR YEARS in KEYCHANGE 
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM TO SUPPORT WOMEN IN MUSIC 

Only country outside of the EU - largest number of artists and professionals 

FACTOR is extremely excited to announce the launch of the new Keychange mentorship initiative 
starting this year. This international mentorship program started by the PRS Foundation in the UK, 
with partners Reeperbahn Festival and Musikcentrum Öst, will involve 74 artists and industry 
professionals in professional development and exchange programs targeted to women in the music 
industry. The eight Canadian participants, four artists and four music innovators, were chosen after a 
lengthy application process in both French and English and a review by the Keychange selection 
committee. This is the largest individual national delegation. 

Canada is the first country outside of the EU to be included in this year-long program which is 
partially funded by the EU. The first meeting of participants will take place in Stockholm, Sweden, 
February 13-15, 2020. Participants will receive year-long mentorship via SheSaidSo; attend one 
European festival and a meeting at Reeperbahn Festival.  

This initiative complements earlier Keychange activities involving events in Canada and elsewhere 
who have committed to gender parity in their activities by 2022. Canadian events who signed the 
gender parity initiative include BreakOut West, MUTEK, Canadian Music Week, and Halifax Pop 
Explosion. These events are also supported by FACTOR and the Government of Canada through 
the Canada Music Fund. 

“FACTOR recognizes the need to support creative initiatives to improve the opportunities for women 
in music through education and professional training. This international effort emphasizes that need 
and accompanying export opportunities and also allows Canadian women to share their experiences 
with their international colleagues…we are committed long-term to making this happen.” said 
Duncan McKie, FACTOR President. 

The program will continue until 2023 with a new cohort chosen every year and an equivalent 
investment from FACTOR and other partners including the SOCAN Foundation. 

Click here to read the full Keychange press release and full list of participants. 

For further information, please contact evelyn.cream@factor.ca. 
 
About Keychange 
 
Keychange is a pioneering international initiative which transforms the future of music whilst 
encouraging festivals and music organisations to achieve a 50:50 gender balance by 2022. 74 
emerging artists and innovators each year from across Europe and Canada will take part in 
international festivals, showcase events, collaborations and a programme of creative labs. 
Keychange aims to accelerate change and create a better, more inclusive music industry for present 
and future generations. 
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Keychange is led by Reeperbahn Festival, PRS Foundation and Musikcentrum Öst, supported 
by the Creative Europe programme of the European Union, in partnership with Tallinn Music 
Week, Iceland Airwaves, BIME, Oslo World, Linecheck/Music Innovation Hub, Ireland Music 
Week, SACEM, Liverpool Sound City, Way Out West, Spring Break, MAMA, MUTEK and 
Breakout West. 
 
Keychange is sponsored by FACTOR, Fundación SGAE, GEMA, Gorwelion Horizons, IMRO, the 
Musicians’ Union, Norsk Tipping, Roskilde Festival, Smirnoff Equalising Music, SOCAN 
Foundation, Songtrust, SoundCloud, STEF, STIM, and Talent Norge.  
 


